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Journal Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on Douglass’ experience, learning to read and write transformed him from the passive person he used to be before becoming literate to the active person he became later. Like Douglass, I also had challenges that I went through while entering into literacy. For example, Douglass explains how he tried to learn despite that he “had no regular teacher” (p. 133). Douglass’ statement here reminded me of my experience when I was in 11th grade, and I had to drop out of school to seek employment to pay bills. 
Like Douglass the tough conditions that I went through motivated me to commit myself to education and try to become someone different than who I used to be. Going through the challenges almost discouraged me from continuing or getting the desire to get back to school. Like Douglass explains his experience that he often found “himself regretting” his “own existence, and wishing” that he was dead; “but for hope of being free” (p. 136), my experience was also similarly discouraging. Having to drop out of school to find a way to survive made me ask myself why I even existed. However, getting the idea that it is through education that I could get both social and economic freedom, I got encouraged and motivated to get back to school. 
Now, I am in college, and I am optimistic that I will make it. Like Douglass, I can see the light at the end of the tunnel; getting back to school and continuing and now I am in college pursuing my favorite course, Engineering, I have high hope that I will attain degree someday. Douglass was a real slave, but I came to realize that lack of education is also another form of enslavement to illiteracy. 
Further, like Douglass says “the light broke in upon” him “by degrees” (p. 137), I also noticed the light of getting back to my dream as a young boy after getting back to school. Finishing high school was a major achievement, especially following that I just dropped in 11th grade. However, joining college was a great advancement to me, and I realized that darkness and challenges might have defined my past, but the future is bright. For Douglass, the experience he gained along the way on the ship with other slaves taught him and enlightened him as well as motivated him to become literate. 
After dropping out of school, the struggle and dealing with the challenges out there also gave me a different perception about illiteracy. I realized that being illiterate for life is like being a slave for life, and I did not want that for myself. Therefore, when I got the chance to go back to school, I did not waste any moment, and that is still my stand up to date. Every moment is a gift and should not be wasted. Further, I also got the idea experiences that we go through defines who we become. For Douglass, being a slave and going through the slavery experience motivated him to see the need to become literate to attain his freedom. Douglass believed that it is only through education that he could attain freedom. I also went through some tough times, but all of them I believe shaped me and gave me the anxiousness and desire to get back to school. 
With the knowledge and experience through learning, I intend to contribute in helping to solve the environmental problems that my country and the world at large is an experience. My interest area which is also in line with my area of study is the use of renewable energy to minimize the level of environmental pollution. I intend to apply the experience and knowledge I have acquired through college education and university education when I attain a degree someday to encourage and advocate for the use of green energy like solar panels to cut down on pollution rate. From reading the experience of Douglass, I realized that people go through challenges sometimes to make them better people. Through challenges, I noticed the need and importance of going to school to improve my skills and also use that knowledge to help solve the problems the community is facing. 
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